
New planning powers to promote business 

The Government has announced significant amendments to the Localism Bill to promote economic 
growth.

The amendments would broaden the role of Neighbourhood Plans which could now be set up expressly 
for “promoting the carrying on of trades, professions or other businesses in such an area”, strengthening 
the role of business in Neighbourhood Planning.

The Government has also announced the “Business Neighbourhoods” initiative which is based on 
The Department for Communities and Local Government’s “Neighbourhood Planning Frontrunners” 
scheme.  Milton Keynes Central and Bankside, London, are the first two ‘frontrunner’ areas to be 
announced under the scheme.

Business Neighbourhoods will promote commercial development in various towns and parishes by 
granting a local development order (LDO), a mechanism designed to give specific types of development 
planning permission without the need to apply to the local authority.  As part of the scheme, businesses 
will be given the opportunity to vote on the local development plans usually restricted to local 
residents.

Section 70 of the TCPA 1990 (determination of applications for planning permission: general 
considerations) will also be amended, adding a new consideration to make “any local finance 
considerations” material to an application.

What are the opportunities for business?
These amendments represent a great opportunity for business.

They will help to unblock sites and opportunities previously held up by restrictive planning policies 
which have inhibited the ability of businesses to grow and respond to the changing needs, demands 
and requirements of customers.  The amendments will help enable businesses to remain competitive in 
a rapidly changing economic market.

The granting of LDOs will provide a flexible long term framework providing certainty for businesses, 
allowing future change and direction to be accommodated.  The amendments will represent major 
cost savings for businesses as it will enable an alternative route to the traditional planning application 
process to be followed.

How can Colin Buchanan help you?
Colin Buchanan is at the forefront of the Neighbourhood Planning debate.  We have written guidance 
papers, made submissions to DCLG and presented at conferences.  We run a dedicated Neighbourhood 
Planning website and Linkedin group.
•	 We have a track record working with and advising the business community in all planning and 

design matters.
•	 We have produced policy documents and masterplans for business parks, industrial areas and 

town centres.
•	 We have an excellent understanding of the localism agenda and statutory planning process.
•	 We have promoted sites and development through the LDF process, prepared & submitted 

applications and negotiated schemes.
•	 We have an excellent understanding of the CIL regulations, s106 process and infrastructure needs.
•	 We have demonstrated the economic and financial benefits of development.
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Contact us:
To find out more about Neighbourhood 
Planning and how we can help you, please 
contact:

John Pounder

E: john.pounder@cbuchanan.co.uk

T: 0207 053 1489

Jon Herbert

E: jon.herbert@cbuchanan.co.uk

T: 0207 053 1492

Connect with us:  
Join the Neighbourhood Planning group on 
LinkedIn:

http://lnkd.in/aVatYm

Neighbourhood Planning website:

http://www.neighbourhoodplanning.info/

Colin Buchanan website:

http://www.colinbuchanan.com/view/services/
planning-places


